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For Whom Is It Intended?

The Honors Section is intended primarily for students who need a more intensive and demanding approach to the course material. This could include

· Honors students at University of Maryland who wish to undertake a more challenging set of readings as well as an independent research project

· students who have strong Jewish Studies backgrounds (e.g. Jewish dayschool education through high school) and who fear the course material will be just a repetition of what they have already studied

· Jewish Studies and Jewish History majors who see their undergraduate work as pre-professional preparation for graduate training

What Are the Main Differences Between the Honors and Regular Sections of the Course?

· Honors students are expected to read at least one additional reading per week and present to the section.

· Honors students must write a research paper at the end of the course in lieu of the second assignment required of all other students. The research paper is expected to be 10-12 pages in length; first drafts will be reviewed and students will be expected to rewrite the draft for final submission.

· The extra readings deal first and foremost with historiography—how are certain views of the Jewish past formed? This year, several of the articles will focus around a second topic: the history of Jewish leadership.

· Honors students will be expected to cover all the material required of other students in the class.

· The Honors section meets weekly with Prof. Cooperman rather than one of the TAs. He marks the papers and exams for this section himself.

Does the Honors Section Have Any Pre-Requisites?

Yes and no. The flow of conversation assumes that you are already familiar with the basic terminology of Judaism and Jewish history.  But Honors students without such background who have taken the section in the past have been able to catch up quickly and have done fine.

How Do I Apply?

· Fill out the schedule sheet handed out at the first lecture. You may also contact the professor directly.

· We will do our best to accommodate as many students as possible, but cannot guarantee that the section will be scheduled at a time that works for you.

How Do I Sign Up for the Honors Section? Can I Switch Back?

· If you are accepted to the honors section, you will be contacted by email about time and place. 

· Once you are accepted, you can sign up for the section online. If you are not already an honors student at UMd, you will have to get permission to sign up approved either in the History Department (2115 Francis Scott Key; ask Ms. Darlene King) or the Jewish Studies Office (0142 Holzapfel; ask Ms. Kathy Scianella).

· If you are already in a different section of the course, please be sure to withdraw.

· If you decide that the Honors section isn't for you, you can switch back to a regular section. We will do our best to fit you back into the regular course section that best fits your schedule.

